
Speech Masters 2023 

Indonesia by Archie 
 
Why choose Indonesia? 
Indonesia is the perfect place to take a break from the 
cramped workplace to a sunny relaxing vacation. The 
best place to visit is definitely (suggested by statistics) 
Bali as it has an abundance of natural beauty and places 
to have fun. It is also 14th largest country filled with lots 
of locals and animals such as the Sumatran tiger and 
the Komodo dragon which has its very own island! 

Etymology 
The name Indonesia derives from the Greek words 
Indos and nesos, meaning “Indian islands.”  Jakarta is 
the capital city of Indonesia that has a population of 
11,249,000 people. 
 
What is their food? 
 Mostly native Indonesians eat rice as the main dish, 
with a wide range of vegetables and meat as side 
dishes. One of the delicious and famous dishes being 
Satay which is a dish that is mostly made of beef or 
pork, Babi Guling (a dish from Bali) meaning roast pig, 
Nasi Padang (a dish of Minangkabau) and soy-based 
dishes, such as tofu and Tempe which is fried beans 
while some are really spicy. 
What is its history? 

The first early people were called homo erectus or 
otherwise known as “Java man” and it goes back at 
least 1.5-1.8   million years ago.  
During the 1600s, the Dutch colonized Indonesia and 

stole their gold killing and enslaving the people of         
Indonesia.  
In 1942, Japan controlled Indonesia for its oil for their 
war machines in China, then a Dutch colony which had 
sizable reserve oil. They defeated the Dutch within just 
3 months and nearly 4 million Indonesian ’s were killed 
by Japan’s ruling. 
On the 8th of March, Japan’s ruling ended from March 
1942 to September 1945 by Sukarno (who helped 
Indonesia struggle from Dutch colonialists) and Hatta of 
which many called them heroes.  
17 August 1945, the day Indonesia declared 
independence after almost 350 years of Dutch rules.  
Land 
 The land is an archipelagic country located in 
Southeast Asia and Oceania which consist of islands, 
including Sumatra, Java, Sulawesi, and parts of Borneo 
and New Guinea that has 18,110 islands in total. The 
population is of Indonesia is 278 million while the 
climate only has dry and wet seasons (May and October 
for dry and wet is November and April) with no extreme 
of summer and winter.  
Government  

Indonesia is a republic country with a presidential 
system. The first president is Soekarno (Sukarno) while 
the current president of Indonesia is Joko Widodo. 
Indonesia maintains 132 diplomatic missions abroad, 
including 95 embassies.  
 
Languages 
More than 700 living languages are spoken in Indonesia. 
The official language is locally known as Bahasa 
Indonesia. 
 
 

Our Grade 6 students  have produced and presented an amazing range of 
informative, entertaining, personal and thought provoking pieces of work for this 
years Speech Masters.  We are proud to share them with you. We hope you enjoy 
reading them and celebrate their success with us.  



Cancer 

 

Non - Hodgkin Lymphoma, 

Adenocarcinoma, Myeloma  

by Destenee 

Good morning/afternoon everyone. My name is 
Destenee and today I will be talking about a topic that is 
very close to my heart, as it has had a devastating 
impact on my family. Tthat topic is cancer and the many 
types that have caused grief in my family. My mothers 
and uncles’ diagnosis with Non - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
my grandpa’s success in defeating Prostate cancer, and 
My uncle’s battle with Myeloma.  
 
Lymphoma is a type of cancer that 
forms in the lymphatic system, 
which is a part of the immune 
system, this means that people 
that struggle with a form of 
lymphoma have severely 
decreased immune systems.  
 
This is a cancer that I am very familiar with as I have 
personally seen both my uncle and my mum battle this 
condition. They both were diagnosed with the exact 
same stage and type of cancer, stage 3 non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma.  
 
I’ll begin by discussing my mum’s journey with this 
illness. My mother was pregnant with my older sister 
when she found a lump in her neck, this was looked into 
by her doctor and found that her body was full of 
cancer. Soon after this diagnosis my sister was born, 
and my mum began treatment. Chemotherapy, 
radiation, everything you could think of. She had to go 
through extensive testing and many appointments to 
prevent the cancer from spreading. Slowly but surely 
her chemo began working and over the years she was 
able to lessen her appointments and get better. My 
mum will always live with this disease but quoting what 
her doctors says, “her cancer is sleeping, and we will try 
and keep it from ever waking up again.”  
 
Unfortunately, my uncle’s cancer was found too late. Iit 
was located on his brain and progressed very fast. He 
tried all the treatments my mum did but was not able to 
get any better, he passed away in 2021 from non-
Hodgkin's lymphoma.  

 
Prostate cancer is a type of 
cancer that forms in the prostate 
of males, mainly in older men.  
 
 
 

 My grandfather suffered with this type of cancer, he 
had Stage 5 in which is the worst type of this cancer. My 

pa’s cancer was found 4 years after my mums, in 2008. 
He had a severe tumour that invaded his prostate, that 
eventually spread onto his kidney. My pa ’s treatment 
plan was very different to my mums or uncles. He 
needed an emergency surgery in hopes of removing the 
tumours completely.  
 
Through this surgery the doctors removed my 
grandfather’s whole prostate and part of one of his 
kidneys. My Pa had one and a half of his vital organs          
removed. After all the surgeries and tests, he was able 
to walk away saying he beat one of the deadliest male 
cancers in the world. He had an estimated survival rate 
of maximum 5 years with a 29% chance living past 1 
year of diagnosis.  
 
Myeloma or blood cancer as it is 
more commonly known, is a type 
of blood cancer that forms from 
the plasma of the bone marrow.  
 
Currently my uncle is fighting for his life against this 
horrible condition. He is the coach for the Essendon 
football club, He was an extremely health conscious and 
fit individual and yet he still developed a deadly 
condition. He is currently undergoing chemotherapy, 
radiation, and stem cell transplants. We are hoping for 
the best outcome of these treatments and are praying 
for the outcome we truly need as a family.  
 
In conclusion, not only is cancer the second highest 
leading cause of death in this world as over 10 million 
people die every year from this horrible condition, but it 
also changes the lives of millions more that are left to 
live without their loved ones who have lost their battle.  
 
Personally, if I had one wish on this earth, I would hope 
and pray for a cure for cancer. Cancer is an extremely 
devastating and horrible illness. So, to my fellow peers, 
if any of you decide to become a nurse, doctor, or 
specialist, please keep my family ’s story in your hearts 
and try to find a cure. Thank you all for listening to my 
speech today, I hope I have opened your eyes to the sad 
truth behind the disease.  
 
 



INDIA by Akshit  
 

Firstly, India biggest building is Palais Royal and the 
Palais Royal ‘s height is 320m. India is a top ranking and 
winning team in cricket and recently won from New 
Zealand by 70 runs. There are 780 Indian languages. 
India has the highest population of young people. 
 

India’s capital is new Delhi. India’s top one famous place 
is the Taj Mahal. Hinduism is the oldest religion in the 
world. India is the first country to mine diamonds. India 
is the second largest English-speaking country in the 
world.  
 
India has a population of 1.2 billion peoples. India 
export software to 90 countries. India full name is the 
republic of India. India is good at barbers also they good 
at festivals and comfort food. India is an Asian country.  
Samosa is a famous food of India. India is so interesting 
because India is tagged as the mother of so many 
inventions like algebra, number zero, shampoo, and 
chess. Vasco da Gama discovered India. India’s old 
name is Bharat, India, and Hindustan.  
 
Christopher Columbus was the person give name India 
to country India. Great thing about India  is it is a unique 
land of vibrant colors, breathtaking landscapes, and rich 
history. The earliest period of Indian history is the Indus 
Valley Civilization, which existed from approximately 
3300 BCE to 1300 BCE. The great thing in Indian history 
is Ashoka the great. The colonization of India is the 
British. India is over 5000 years old. Maurya Empire 
ruled India 2000 years ago. Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi is a father of India. 
 
In India famous festival is Diwali and we all Indian 
celebrate Diwali Fri, 10 Nov 2023 – Wed, 15 Nov 2023. 
India Independence Day is Thursday 15 August. India 
famous top number one movie is Dangal. The Kalinga 
war was the biggest war in Indian history. India’s time 
difference to Australia is 5 hours 30 minutes. 
British started in India in 1858 and leave India in 1947 
that’s mean they leave India after 89 years. India 
famous temple is Shirdi, Shirdi Sai Baba. 
Uthirakosamangai and Mangalanatha Swamy temple is 
3000 years old in India.  
 
What is the back story of Pele?  
 
by Anas  
 
Hello everyone and welcome. I am going to 
talk about a famous soccer player named 
Pele.  Known to the world as Pelé. Edson 

Arantes do Nascimento was a Brazilian football player 
who dominated the sport.  
When Pele grew up, he was really poor. Pele learned 
how to play football with his dad, who was also a 
football player.  He didn’t have the money to buy a 
proper football, so he played with either a sock stuffed 
with newspaper and tied with string or a grapefruit.  
 
Pele started playing when he was 15 years old and was 
playing for Brazil national team when he was 16.  
He won three world cups and the only player to win 
three world cups and also the youngest at 17 years old.  
Pelé won a total of 10 trophies during his senior 
international career and three major titles. He was 
called the king of football “O Rei.”  
 
After retiring in 1977, Pelé was a worldwide ambassador 
for football and did many acting and commercial jobs. 
In 2010, he was named the honorary president of the 
New York Cosmos football club.  
  
After retiring, Pelé became involved in social activism, 
taking office as Minister of Sports and was a UNESCO 
Goodwill Ambassador.  
Pele died on 29th December 2022. He is fondly 
remembered by fans across the globe. When giving Pele 
a lifetime achievement award, former African President 
Nelson Mandela said, “to watch him play was to watch 
the delight of a child combined with the extraordinary 
grace of a man in full.” 
 

Barbies by Elsa 

 
Good after noon teachers, students, and judges.  Today 
I will be talking about Barbie Dolls in the 1960s and its 
evolution and their change of style throughout the  
years. 
 
The Barbie was originally created/invented on March 9, 
1959.  The purpose of its creation was for little girls who 
played with the Barbies to be inspired and grow up to 
be what the dolls were, and to get an imagination on 
what they might want to become.  
 
The first Barbie doll was created by Ruth Handler. The 
reason the Barbie was created was because she wanted 
her daughter to have action figures like her brother; so 
she taking matters into her own hand she ended up 
selling some Barbies that cost $3.00 at first then the 
success was pretty fast as she sold over 300k Barbies.  
 
Ruth Handler unfortunately passed away due to 
complications of surgery for colon cancer and someone 
else took over the Barbie company and his name was 
Arthur Spear.  
 
Every year they release a new Barbie with a different 
style and the next style after 1959 was the new 
Astronaut Barbie. The astronaut Barbie was the first 
doll and human to set an imagination of going to the 
moon even before Neil Armstrong.  



 
In 1961 Barbie’s boyfriend Ken was released to teach 
young girls what was expected of a woman, as a 
woman in the 50s or 60s would have failed in activities 
and other things without a husband or a male 
companionship. 
 
In 1963 Barbies’ best friend Midge was introduced. 
Barbie and Midge are the main best friends as Midge 
was here before everyone, but she was stuck in the 
past a bit when she was introduced in the life in the 
dream house as she was grey/ black and white, and 
Barbie gave her a makeover/ a glow up.  
 
I’m going to skip ahead a bit for this part and maybe 
get more to the interesting topics and better Barbies. 
I’m moving onto President Barbie. President Barbie 
was released in 1992 because Ruth Handler wanted 
women and little kids to be inspired by seeing a 
Barbie - a female - could try and become a president 
and set a great example towards women since it was 
the 1950s and most things depended on men. 
 
In 2009 to celebrate Barbies 50th Anniversary, a 
person was dressed similar to the first Barbie ever 
made and  did her runway in New York. They had a 
runway to remind people of why Barbie first came out 
and for memories to come back for the older people 
that played with Barbies in the 19s0s 
. 
In 1992 a Barbie was banned, it was called the Roller 
Blade Barbie. The Barbie caused small fire sparks and 
since the Barbie was for kids to play with, the kids 
would skate the Barbie on unsafe grounds and things 
which would set off mini fires. It was shortly banned 
since it was recalled for being a fire hazard and safety 
concerns. 
That is the end of my speech, thank you for listening. 
 

Vietnam War by Joe 
 

China was the first country to colonize 
Vietnam in 111 BCE to 938 CE (I don ’t know 
what BCE and CE mean), about 1000 years. 
Vietnam was under the control of Chinese 
empire. During this time Vietnam was run 
heavily with influence of China but Vietnam 
still wanted independence.  
 

 At 938 CE after Ngo Quyen (a warlord) fought with 
Chinese army at Bach Dang River. They fought really 
hard to bring back the victory, then he proclaims 
himself as the king of Vietnam. 

 
In 1946 France fought Vietnam because they want to 
claim more of the region so it is the start of the 
Indochina War. Vietnam was led in the battle by the 
nationalist, Ho Chi Minh in Dien Bien Phu. French 
soldiers can’t really recognize Vietnam soldiers because 
they dressed up as civilians. They had been supported 
by weapons from the Soviet Union and China helping 
Vietnam to win the battle, French got another 
supported by America. On May 7 1954, French got 
defeated by the lead of Ho Chi Minh. After the fall at 
Dien Bien Phu, French pulled their soldiers out of 
Vietnam.  After the lose by French, America started to 
battle with Vietnam for more region in 1954 till 1975.  
 
When America tried to 
take over some of the 
region. Viet Minh and 
Viet Cong had united and 
formed into one country 
named Vietnam and 
started to America.  
 
Because of the geography and climate in Vietnam was 
different to US because of that time, the season in 
Vietnam had lots of heavy rain and the temperature can 
be up to 40°. Also, the geography in Vietnam was 
covered in lots of mountains and forest so it was hard 
for US soldiers and tank to move. Vietnam soldiers like I 
said before dressed up as civilians so it hard for US to 
recognise our soldiers and they also disguised as a bush.  
 
In 1975 January Us and Vietnam signed the form to end 
the Vietnam war and restored peace for Vietnam.  

 
After that the North 
Vietnam Army (NVA) tank 
rolled out of the gate of 
the Presidential Palace of 
Saigon and effectively 
ending the war.  
 
 

After the war Vietnam began to restore and grow 
stronger and become an independence country with 
great history.  Thank you for listening to my speech.  

 

THE PHILIPPINES by Shen 

Hello everyone, mabuhay! My name is Shen Alvarez, 
from year 6. Today, I will be talking about my 
homeland Philippines! The Philippines is a southeast 
Asian country located in the western Pacific Ocean. 
it called the asias pearl of the orient for the richness 
of its culture and the beauty of its landscape; it is an 
archipelago consisting over 7000 islands with a 
population of approximately 110 million people. The 
capital is Manila.  
 



As the Philippines is made up of small 
islands, you can travel between 
islands using ferries and boats. From 
there you can see our beautiful 
pristine white beaches, mysterious 
cave, and mountains! For shorter 
travels, you can use the buses, 
jeepneys, taxis and tricycles.  

Here you can see our vibrant decorations and unique 
designs on the jeepneys! For longer distances you can 
the bus, ship, or plane to travel across the Philippines! 
The Philippines is known for its warm and friendly 
people, delicious cuisine, and vibrant festivals. 
 
Philippines has a rich cultural heritage influenced by 
various civilizations not only Spanish but American 
and Indigenous cultures. 
 

The Philippines flag has 4 colors. And each colour has 
a meaning. Blue on top means peace, red and the 
bottom means war/courage, white triangle means the 
equality and liberty and yellow sun in the middle of 
the white triangle means the colour of the sun and the 
8 rays stands for the eight cities who fought to keep 
the Philippines. The eight cities are Manila, Cavite, 
Bulacan, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija, laguna, Tarlac and 
Batangas. The 3 yellow stars around the sun 
represents the 3 main areas Luzon, Visayas and 
Mindanao. 

 
The Philippines motto is maka 
diyos, makatao makaklikasan at 
makabansa. In English it means ‘for 
god, people, nature, and country.’ 
 

Philippines cuisine is diverse influenced by various 
culture. Popular dishes include adobo, sinigang, 
lechon and halo halo. Filipinos are known for their 
warmth, hospitality, and strong family ties. We have a 
colorful and vibrant culture with music, dance, 
festivals playing on a role in our daily lives. 
Visit Philippines! Where paradise awaits with its white 

sand beaches, mouth watering cuisine and the 

warmest welcomes and smiles that will create and 

unforgettable journey and memories. Thank you for 

listening. I hope you learnt something today. 

Cheetahs by Haoxuan 
 
Hello everyone, my name is Haoxuan, and I will be 
talking about cheetahs .  
 
Cheetahs live in Africa, and they are inhabiting a broad 
section of Africa including areas of North Africa, the 
Sahel, eastern and southern Africa. Cheetahs are also 
primarily found in the Sahara Desert or in Africa.  
 
Cheetahs have been extinct over the last 50 years in at 
least 13 countries now. The cheetah is a large cat with a 
tawny to creamy white buff fur pale spaced. Its head is 
rounded, with a short snout and black tear-like facial 
streaks. Its running speed can reach up to about 80-
130km/h estimated. The cheetah is the world’s fastest 
land animal and also is capable of reaching speeds up to 
70 mph.  

When cheetahs give birth to their babies which are 
called cubs, their gestation period is up 90-95 days. A 
female cheetah will give birth to a litter of 3-5 cubs. The 
largest litter was recorded in captivity was eight. The 
mother leaves their cubs when they are between 16 to 
24 months old, they chase them away or they leave 
them by themselves.  Only male cheetahs are social.  
 
Cheetahs are not always predators, sometimes they are 
the prey too. The youngsters are especially susceptible 
to the dangers of predation, the species of them include 
various predators - human beings, leopard, eagles, 
spotted hyenas and lions.  
 
Cheetahs eat small antelopes, including springbok, 
steenboks, duikers, impala, and gazelles and as well as 
young of larger animals, such as warthogs, kudu, oryx, 
roan and sable. Cheetahs also hunt game birds and 
rabbits. 
 
Cheetah’s predators are lions, leopard, and hyenas. One 
of them will try to hunt the cheetah as prey particularly. 
The male cheetah protects the cubs, and the female 
cheetah goes out and hunts prey. As human 
developments expand into their preferred habitat, 
cheetahs can now commonly be found in commercial 
farms. Also, cheetahs largely stay on the ground, but 
they are known to climb trees on occasion.  
 
Cheetahs spend most of there afternoon sleeping and 



most cheetahs prefer large shady trees to sleep in. 
 
The cheetah is known for its golden-yellow, black 
spotted fur. Cheetahs are slim and have muscular, 
long legs - in relation to their body size when 
compared to other cats. Their small, rounded head 
that is set on a long neck, a flexible spine, and a deep 
chest. Before cheetahs had an upper coat of fur that is 
tawny, pale, and buff or grayish white, with under 
parts that are paler and whiter. Black spots are set 
close together on the pelage (coat) with the series of 
black rings around the last one-third of the tail.  
 
Well, the cheetahs’ adaptions needed rapid 
accelerations include a small, flowing body frame, 
lightweight skeleton, and a long leg and foot bones. 
The spine is highly flexible - another adaption for an 
animal that makes sudden, long, and rapid strides. 
The cheetah is the worlds fastest land animal on 
earth, cheetahs also have around 2000 spots around 
their body they also use their spots as a disguise for 
predators.   
 
The  word “cheetah” was a word that came from 
Hindi. When cheetahs get attacked by predators, they 
don’t roar neither do they say a thing.  
 

Vietnam by Bo  
 
Hello, my name is Bo and will be presenting Vietnam.  
 
Vietnam is located on the 
Indochina Peninsula in 
Southeast Asia. It has a long 
land border of 4,550km, 
bordering China to the North, 
Laos and Cambodia to the 
West, and the Eastern Sea 
(South China Sea) of Pacific 
Ocean to the East. 
 
The History Of Foods—From the iconic flavors of pho 
and banh mi to the freshness of spring rolls and 
vibrant herbs, traditional Vietnamese foods offer a 
diverse range of flavors and textures. It is an 
experience that tantalizes the taste buds and leaves a 
lasting impression on food lovers.  
 
The History of Transport: 
Railway transport was first 
introduced to Vietnam during 
the 1880s under the guidance of 
the French Colonial 
Administration.  
 
The first railway line was built for use by trams in 
1881. The trams line ran from Saigon (as Ho Chi Minh 
City was then known) to Cholon, a nearby town that is 
10.1km away.  
 

The True History About Vietnam—Vietnam has a history 
of tribes uniting to form strong dynasties. The first 
dynasties that may be considered to be the start of the 
Vietnamese state was the Hong Bang Dynasties which 
was ruled by the legendary Hung kings.  
 
In 111 BC, the Han Dynasties from China absorbed 
Vietnam into their empire. Vietnam would remain a part 
of the Chinese empire for over 1000 years. It was in 938 
AD that Ngo Quyen defeated the Chinese and gained 
independence for Vietnam. Vietnam was then ruled by a 
succession of dynasties including the Ly, Tran, and the 
Le dynasties. Under the Le dynasties the Kingdom of 
Vietnam reached its peak, expanding to the South and 
conquering a portion of the Khmer Empire.  
 
The meaning of the Vietnamese flag:  
The Vietnamese flag colours have 
often been various designs of red 
and bright yellow.  
 
According to Article 141 of the 1992 constitution: ‘The 
National Flag of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam is 
rectangular in shape, its widths is equal to two thirds of 
its length, in the middle of fresh red background is a 
bright five-pointed golden star. The flag is blazoned: 
Gules, a mullet of five points. 
 

White Tiger by Michael   
 
The white tiger or bleached tiger is a leucistic 
pigmentation variant of the mainland Asian tiger. It is 
reported in the wild from time to time in the Indian 
states of Madhya Pradesh, Assam, West Bengal, Bihar, 
Odisha, in the Sunderbans region and especially in the 
former State of Rewa.  
 
White tiger scientific name is Panthera Tigris.  
In the wild, white tiger is very rare, occurring only once 
in every ten thousand births. There are currently no 
known white tigers in the wild. White tigers are so rare 
that they have been seen only a few times in recorded 
history, with the last known wild white tiger killed in 
1958. Only 12 white tigers have been seen in the wild in 
the past 100 years.  
 
White tigers are rare form of the Bengal tiger, a tiger 
subspecies found in India, Bangladesh, Nepal, and 
Bhutan. White tigers are variants of Bengal tigers which 
carry a rare recessive gene that causes their coats to be 
white. Some tigers have black or white fur with light 
brown stripes. They have long legs to help them run fast 
and sharp claws to catch and kill their food. They also 
have very long tail. Bengal tigers number less than 2000 
in the wild.  
 
White tigers live exclusively in captivity now, in zoos, 
rescue sanctuaries, and private residences. White tigers 
can live 10-20 years. . 



Tigers’ markings also 
play an important 
role. Their vertical 
stripes, which range 
from brown to black, 
are an example of 
what biologists call 
disruptive coloration.  
 

They help break up the cat’s shape and size, so it 
blends in with trees and tall grasses. The thick white 
coat of the white tiger allows them to live in habitats 
with low temperatures and acts as a natural 
protection. The white coat also doubles as a 
camouflage which enables the tiger to hide in snowy 
regions. Only a handful of white tigers have ever been 
spotted in the wild, and because their coat does not 
serve as camouflage, most wild white tigers do not 
survive into adulthood. Instead, these animals only 
exist today because they are bred in captivity, a cruel 
and profit – fueled enterprise.  
 
White Tigers are not Albino. They have blue eyes and 
fur coloring that can be creamy to white. As with all 
tigers, if you were to shave them, they have stripes on 
their skin. One of the rarest colors of Tiger Eye is the 
blue variety. Blue Tiger Eye is formed when the 
mineral crocidolite, which is blue in color, is replaced 
by silica. 
 

The Great Wal l of China by Viv ienne 
 
Good morning/Afternoon to my fellow teachers, 
students, timekeeper, judges, and everyone else that 
is here.  
 
My name is Vivienne, and I am presenting my Speech 
Masters of 2023 about the Great Wall of China. 
 
So, the Great Wall of China is basically a wall that was 
built in China so that they could protect their territory 
from the Northern nomadic invaders coming in. It is 
also one of the longest walls in the world.  
 
It took over 2,500 years to build the Great Wall 
starting from the 770 to 476B. It is estimated to be 
around 2,500 years old. The total length of the Great 
Wall of China ever built all adds up to 21,196KM, but 
now, all that is left of the Great Wall is about 8850km.  
 
The Great Wall of China took nearly 1 million people 
to build. During the 2,500 years of building the Great 
Wall approximately 40 to 50% of the people who were 
building it had died. Which means around 400,000 to 
500,000 people died while building it with many of 
them interred within the walls. All the people who 
died during building the wall were also buried under 
it. 
 
As you now know the Great Wall of China is surely 

very long. But have you ever thought of running it? It 
must be very tiring! Well, it has happened before. It was 
run by Braam Malherbe, a distance of 4218KM in just 
one attempt and he ran for 98 days in total. His journey 
started in Gobi Desert to Taihang Shan range and then 
ended at the Bohai Sea.  
 
Now many people go there not just to go see the great 
view and for some fresh air, but also go there to do 
some hiking, camping, paragliding, cable cars that take 
visitors up to save climbing all those stairs and offer 
stunning views across the China landscape and even go 
there to enjoy amazing night tours. Every year more 
than 1 million people from all over the world go there. It 
once even received 100,000 people there in only one 
day with it usually receiving 10,000 people in a day. The 
Great Wall of China definitely experiences overcrowding 
a lot. Especially on the weekends and holidays.  
  
And if you think the Great Wall of China is just a single-
structured wall, well no. There are many other things 
there as well, such as beacon towers, barriers, garrison 
stations and fortresses along the walls, with it forming a 
defense system.  
 
Today, many people from all over the world go there, 
with its history of over 2000 years it is a magnificent 
place to explore the history and memories that are 
there. Even though many parts of the Great Wall are 
ruined or have entirely disappeared, it is still one of the 
most appealing attractions from all around the world.  
 
 

Luis Lionel Andres Messi by Charlie  
 

Known as “Leo Messi” and also as “La Pulga.” 
“La Pulga” means the flea because Messi was short and 
was an expert at dribbling so he could slip past rival 
opponents. 
 
Leo was born on the 24th of June 1987. His family was 
poor and could not afford much.   His father Jorge Messi 
bought alcohol because he was an alcoholic, and they 
were poor because of his drinking problem.  
 
One day Leo went with his grandmother to watch his 
two brothers play football/soccer. Leo wanted to play 
for the team and his grandmother put him in for the 
Newell’s old boys. 



He was amazing for them scoring lots of goals, but 
when he went to the doctors one day the doctor said, 
“Leo I have bad news”. Leo asked, “what bad news 
doctor?” “Well Lionel you have a hormone deficiency, 
that means you will be shorter than others”. He was 
small and he needed pills and medicine to help his 
growth, but his family was poor so he couldn’t do 
anything. 
 
 One day when Lionel was playing, an FC Barcelona 
scout saw Leo’s performance and told their manager 
“He’s amazing gaffer, he will be one of the greats” 
“okay, call this Lionel Messi boy up”. The scout 
showed the gaffer the highlights and he was amazed. 
Barcelona was so desperate they signed Leo with a 
napkin. 
 
Leo couldn’t play because of the hormone deficiency, 
but FC Barcelona bought the medication and all of his 
needs were taken care of so he could play. He was 
promoted to the senior team at 16 Years old! And 
scored his first goal a few games after. 
 
Flash forward to now - he is the G.O.A.T greatest of 
all time winning his 8th Ballon D’Or and still playing at 
a top level. On his Miami debut scoring a free kick, he 
has won 4 UEFA Champion leagues and 10 Laliga 
titles and 8 Copa Del Rey’s, 3 Club world cups 1 Copa 
America. 1 finalissima and 1 World Cup and has won 3 
trebles 2009 2015 and the international treble in 
2022/2021. 
 
He is the greatest and is the best.  I will be sad when 
Leo retires. 
 

 
Good morning to my fellow timekeeper, adjudicators, 
staff, students, and guests. My name is Tianah and I 
am here to talk about the Royal Children’s 
Hospital.                                                                                       
                                                          
The Royal Children’s Hospital is a place in Melbourne 
that provides medical care for children all over       
Australia and has been running for more than 150 
years, in fact it is also ranked the number 1 children’s 
hospital in Australia. 
 
The Royal Children’s Hospital (also known as the RCH) 
first opened on the 9th of September 1870 in a small 
house at 39 Stephen Street. It started as a free 

hospital for sick children. Doctors John Singleton and 
William Smith created this place because they were 
concerned about the number of children who were 
dying. The hospital treated more than 1000 children in 
its first-year opening. In 1963 it then moved to the 
corner of Flemington Road and Gatehouse Street in 
Parkville. Queen Elizabeth the II officially opened the 
new site. On February 25th, 1963. On the 27th of 
October 2011 Queen Elizabeth Visited again and 
opened the new Hospital next to the old building. 
Almost 50 years after opening the existing hospital. 
Patients started moving into the new building in 
November.  
 
Over the years the children’s hospital has saved many 
children’s lives. They have improved their technology 
and used medicines. In 1897 the hospital purchased X-
Ray for 25 pounds, in 1932 they used occupational 
therapy to help children build practical skills and 
strengthen their muscles and in 1939 a speech therapy 
clinic was established. In 1943 Dr Elizabeth Turner 
administered the first penicillin and in 1944 she then 
found a way to travel babies to the hospital using a 
travelling incubator. In 1955 Dr A Murray Clark helped 
open the first burns unit after so many children were 
admitted to the hospital with burns. In 1969 the Royal 
Childrens Hospital School was established, and it is now 
known as the RCH education institute to keep children      
connected to learning while they are in hospital.  
 
In 1975 the first successful operation to separate 
conjoined twins was done by Mr Peter Johns. He 
separated the Foo twins Yew sun and Yew Tee, then in 
the same year in October Mr Nate Myres AM separated 
the Priestly twins Grant and Andrew.  

Many other conjoined twins have been separated since, 
including Trishna and Krishna who were found in 
Bangladesh in an orphanage and joined at the head with 
only a 25% chance of survival. They were brought to 
Melbourne in 2009 for a 32-hour surgery to separate 
them by up to 16   surgeons. The operation was 
successful, and they had years of therapy and medical 
care. 

 
In 1988 Mr Roger Mee AO performed the first heart 
transplant and in 1995 the first liver transplant on baby 
Jordan who was the youngest liver transplant patient in 
Australia.        
 
The first Good Friday Appeal was in 1931 at the hospital 
in Melbourne. 



Over the years starting from 1931 they had made 427 
pounds and that number just got bigger and bigger 
until in 2023 when we raised 23 million dollars, but we 
would have never been able to raise this much money 
if it weren’t for journalists from the Sporting Globe.  
 
A few people from the sporting globe decided to do a 
sports carnival to raise money for the children’s 
hospital and it went on from there. In 1942 on Good 
Friday Radio station 3DB held the first all day radio 
appeal where entertainers and members of the public 
volunteered and raised over 8000 pounds. The first 
time the Good Friday Appeal was on T.V was in 1957 
for 3 hours and then in 1960 it changed to a full day 
which is what we continue to do today. 
Every year the donations from the Good Friday 
Appeal are able to buy state of the art equipment and 
technology family care programs and supporting 
research. This year the money will go to new and 
ongoing programs such as mental health strategy and 
Chronic illness support. 
 
I myself help raise money for the Royal Children’s 
Hospital every year since I was born, although the first 
few years all I did was make my mum carry me 
everywhere, and probably made her buy me 
everything. The past few years I have been running 
activities with my sister at a family fun day on Good 
Friday in Traralgon. The past 3 years we have run a 
plaster painting area. Families would come and 
donate some money and paint a plaster shape. I enjoy 
helping raise money for the RCH. I do not just do it 
because I have to, I do it because it makes me feel 
happy knowing that I am helping kids that need it. 

I hope that they continue to raise lots of money for such 
an amazing cause and the hospital can continue to do 
research and save and help thousands of children every 
year because we are very lucky to have the hospital in 
Victoria. 


